Message Based Discussion

The Failure of Pleasure-Seeking
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

The Failure of Pleasure-Seeking
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11
What did you like about this message?
What did you find hard to accept or understand?
What does this message teach you about people?
What does this message teach us about God? What does it
teach about Jesus?
What will you do now? Based on this message, how will your
life change?
How specifically are you going to live out today’s lesson?
Who will you tell? With whom will you have a conversation
about this message?
The Call to Christian Discipleship
Throughout His life, and in His teaching, Jesus revealed to us a
path to pleasure that is marked with service and suffering. This
path is to follow in His foot steps and model His life. How have
you recently found yourself engaged in the path of Jesus? How
might you embark on this journey today if you find yourself out
of step with your Lord and Savior?
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Reading: Matthew 5:1-12

Pleasure-seeking: adj. Seeking amusement or enjoyment;
hedonism, or sensuous.
Introduction: (v. 1-2)
1. The lure of pleasure—taking the plunge (v. 3-10)



Heighten our senses (v. 3)



Rise above routine (v. 4-6)



Unparalleled possessions (v. 7-10)

The Call to Missional Living
At the end of John’s gospel, Jesus asks Peter three times if he
loves the people around him. Peter emphatically ensures Jesus
that he does indeed love them. Jesus’ command at each point is to
then feed His (i.e., Jesus’) sheep. What are some of the
implications that this charge holds for us today in our effort to
live missionally in our world?
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2. The snare of pleasure—repetition reaps nothing (v. 11)

3. Living beyond the sun—the path to pleasure



Empty promises



Share in Christ’s sufferings (Matthew 16:24-26)



Limited satisfaction



Serve Christ’s Purposes (Matthew 6:27-33)



Bored or bitter



Love Christ’s people (John 21:15-17)

